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Reaction Paper on Human Sexuality
Identifying Learning Activity
In this learning activity assignment, I searched and read an online magazine on the causes of homosexuality. For quite some time, I have heard discussions on various human sexuality, but I have been concerned with homosexuality after reading an article on a local newspaper about a man who lived with the secrete of being a homosexual for more than fifteen years because of the societal stereotypes. 
Article’s Title: “Homosexuality may be caused by Chemical Modifications to DNA” 
Author: Michael Balter 
Date of Publication: October 8, 2015. 
Source: Science Magazine (https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2015/10/homosexuality-may-be-caused-chemical-modifications-dna)
List of five Statements of Information Learned
Some of the things that I have learned in through this activity or topic regarding human sexuality include:
1. Contrary to the traditional view that homosexuality is an individual’s choice, it may be associated with genetic orientation
2. Homosexuals live in denial because society does not accept them
3. Many people blame homosexuals for their sexual orientation even though they may not be in control of choosing their sexual orientation
4. Science can help clarify the unclear issues revolving around homosexuality which can help the society come to terms with the fact that homosexuals exist
5. Human sexuality is determined by many features which include nature and nurture factors
Summary and Reaction 
The article “Homosexuality may be caused by Chemical Modifications to DNA” examines the scientific explanation of the root causes of homosexuality. The article begins by highlighting Lady Gaga’s lyrics of the 2011 hit that demonstrates the concept of homosexuality. Lady Gaga’s lyric goes that “Baby, I was born this way” (p. 1). The article further clarifies that contrary to what many people have held that homosexuality is a lifestyle choice issue, scientists have proved with evidence that homosexuality is not entirely a lifestyle choice. Instead, Balter argues that scientists have proved that a person’s biology plays a critical role in determining the individual’s homosexual genes. Based on William Rice’s study of male twins from Eric Vilain’s Lab at the University of California, Los Angeles, Balter explains that this new study can help clarify the paradox of genetically-caused homosexuality. The article highlights the findings that the epigenetic effects, which involve chemical modifications of the human genome that change the gene activity without necessarily altering the individual’s DNA sequence may help understand the influence on human sexual orientation. I agree with this article that society has placed a great burden on homosexuals and yet they are not responsible for the problems that they are going through.
I think that this information can help us understand the kind of challenges that homosexuals are forced to go through even if they have little or nothing to do with their sexual orientation. I believe that many homosexuals are living in denial because society has not accepted the reality of their sexual orientation. Reading this article will provide more understanding of the causes of homosexuality and the need to incorporate them as a member of society.
 
